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Odessa Branch, IMarEST, Ukraine
On 4 October, 2019 the 21st Annual General Meeting of Odessa Branch in Ukraine was held at the Assembly Hall of National University «Odessa Maritime Academt». That event was dedicated to the 75th  Anniversary of the classes commencement in the National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»

20 IMarEST members and 12 guests attended the Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting agenda included the following items:

1. Report of the Chairman Prof. Mykhaylo Miyusov (CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST), about the work of the Odessa Branch Committee in 2018/2019.

2. The Odessa Branch activity for in 2018/2019 financial year. Information was given by Assist. Prof. Andrey Bondarenko (MIMarEST), Honorary Treasurer of the IMarEST Odessa Branch.

3. The IMarEST membership fees payment. Information was given by Assoc. Prof. Sergey Karianskyi (CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST), Honorary Secretary of the IMarEST Odessa Branch.

4. Election of the new members of the Odessa Branch Committee for the next term.

During the reported year the following points were discussed at the Branch Committee Meetings:

· Admission of new members in the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology.

· Information about the IMarEST events and meetings.

· Information about membership fees payment by the members of the IMarEST Odessa Branch.

· Information about Grants from the IMarEST.

· Work of young marine professionals, English Club and Library.

· Topics, programmes and venues of scientific conferences and seminars.

· Cadets and members: candidates for the IMarEST prizes.

Members of the IMarEST Odessa Branch took part in conduction and organization of conferences and events devoted to the scientific work of the Engineering Faculties at the National University «Odessa Maritime Academy» and other institutions.

On 17-19 October, 2018 the 19th Annual General Assembly and Conference of the International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU) were held at the premises of Barcelona School of Nautical Studies of Polytechnic University of Catalonia. M.V. Miyusov, the Rector of NU «OMA», M.V. Chesnokova, Head of International Cooperation Department, D.S. Zhukov, a senior lecturer of the Ship Control Department and K.V. Dudnichenko, a 4th year cadet of Maritime Law and Management Faculty represented National University “Odessa Maritime Academy” at the Annual General Assembly.

During the Assembly and the conference, K.V. Dudnichenko, a 4th year cadet of Maritime Law and Management Faculty of NU “OMA” delivered a report on “The premises of creating the legal regulation of unmanned ships” in the framework of student programme of International Association of Maritime University Students (IAMUs). The Assembly reviewed and approved the reports and the budget of the Association’s committees.

The Presidential Forum was held for rectors and presidents of educational institutions and members of the Association after the solemn opening of the Assembly on October 17, 2018. M.V. Miyusov, the Rector of NU «OMA» actively participated in the Presidential Forum, during which the issues related to the strategic development of the Association and the relationship with the international organisations were discussed.

A meeting of the working group on issues related to the cadets’ on-board training took place on October 18, 2018. D.S. Zhukov, a senior lecturer of the Ship Control Department of NU “OMA” took an active part as a member of the IAMU working group. That group had already prepared and sent a number of informational documents to the Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping (HTW) of the International Maritime Organization (IMO). Currently, the working group is preparing the next set of documents to be presented at the meeting of IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee and relevant subcommittees.

M.V. Miyusov, the Rector of NU «OMA» delivered a report on “Seafarers education, training and crewing in Ukraine” and M.V. Chesnokova, Head of International Cooperation Department of NU «OMA» made a presentation on “Interactive root cause analysis (IRCA) as a practical tool for developing management skills for Master in Navigation” on October 19, 2018.

On 22-25 October, 2018 the First Joint Conferences of the International Maritime Lecturers’ Association took place in «Diamond Hotel Manila» in Manila (Philippines). The conference included: 25th International Maritime Lecturers’ Association Conference (IMLA), 30th International Maritime English Conference (IMEC) and 14th International Conference on Engine Room Simulators (ICERS). The conference was organized by the Maritime Academy of Asia and the Pacific (Philippines).

«The New Wave of Excellence in Maritime Education and Training» was the main topic of the conference.

The following issues were discussed during the conference:

IMLA Sub-themes:
· Innovations in Maritime Education;

· Social Learning in MET;

· New Technology in Maritime Education;

· Assessment of Maritime Education;

· Quality Assurance in Maritime Education;

· International Maritime Education Programs.

IMEC Sub-themes:
· Cross-curricular integration of teaching, learning and assessment in Maritime English courses;

· Language, communication and the maritime domain – common topics and overlapping issues;

· Cross-cultural communication and awareness from different perspectives;

· Unification of graduate attributes: competence, performance, teaching, learning and assessment;

· Cross-curricular/cross-course adaptation, design and implementation of teaching and learning activities of Maritime English;

· E-learning, blended learning, e-platforms, computer-based testing ideas and suggestions;

· Trends and research; teaching materials and learning activities ;

· The professional implications of the professional maritime context and how they condition communication at sea;
· Train the trainer – trainer requirements and competences;
· International cooperation –needs, opportunities and possibilities.

ICERS Sub-themes:
· Trends and Technologies used in Engine Room Simulation;

· On-board Autonomous Systems and the future of Maritime Simulation;

· The future of Simulation – Virtual Engine Room Simulators.

The conference programme involved an exhibition of the world-famous manufacturers of engine room simulators and their suppliers: KONGSBERG, UNITEST, ARI Simulation, POSEIDON, Velca Equipment & Engineered Products Inc. and others.

Vadym Zakharchenko, Professor, Vice Rector for Scientific and Pedagogical Affairs; Sergey Karianskyi, Associate Professor, Dean of Automation Faculty; Olga Monastyrskaya, Associate Professor, Head of English Department; Nadiia Ivasiuk, Professor of English Department represented National University «Odessa Maritime Academy».

The conference gathered 120 delegates from more than 20 countries, including 29 educational institutions and over 64 papers and presentations were made.

Besides, a visit to the Maritime Academy of Asia and the Pacific was held.

On 27-28 October, 2018 Prof. Dr. Vadym Zakharchenko, Vice-Rector for Scientific and Pedagogical Affair of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy» participated in the 2nd Dalian Maritime University International Conference on Maritime Education and Training at Dalian Maritime University (Dalian, the People’s Republic of China). The theme of the conference was «Rising to the Challenges: Smart ships and MET».

Vadym Zakharchenko delivered a report on «Maritime Education and Training of Seafarers in Ukraine».

The conference was attended by the representatives of Ministry of Transport of the People’s Republic of China, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), maritime educational institutions of the PRC, maritime agencies as well as other educational institutions of Pakistan, Japan, Bangladesh, Indonesia and Thailand. 
In the framework of the conference, Professor Zakharchenko V.M. held a meeting with the Vice President and the representatives of the International Cooperation and Exchange Office of the Dalian Maritime University.

In the course of negotiations, issues for further cooperation between the universities were discussed.

On 15-16 November, 2018 Scientific and technical conference «Transport technologies (sea and river fleet): infrastructure, shipping, transportation, automation» was held at the premises of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy »

Within the framework of the conference, the plenary meeting started with the report represented by M.V. Miyusov, the Rector of NU «ОМА».

Representatives of the Faculties, doctoral students, graduate students and cadets attended the meeting and represented their reports.

The participants of the conference discussed the aspects of major scientific, technical and methodological achievements.

The following issues were discussed during the conference:

– modern methods and means of river and sea navigation;

– development of E-navigation systems;

– shipping safety;

– waterways and hydraulic structures;

– sea and river transportation;

– technical means and methods for controlling movement of the vessel;

– intellectual systems, on-board training;

– the human factor, specialists’ training.

The results of the conference were summarized at the closing meeting, where it was decided to publish a separate collection of the best reports.

On 5-6 December, 2018, Electrical Engineering and Radio Electronics Faculty of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy» conducted traditionally the eighth annual Scientific and Methodical Conference «Ships’ electrical Engineering, Electronics and Automation — SEEA-2018».

Electrical Engineering and Radio Electronics Faculty of NU «OMA» is the leading Ukrainian expert in the training of high-quality specialists for the navy, once again provided the opportunity for scientists, lecturers and cadets (students) to take part in the conference and acquaint themselves with the world of modern developments and technologies.

The topics of the conference were divided into 9 sections covering a wide range of relevant scientific and methodological directions, namely: energy saving, energy efficiency and reliability of electromechanical systems; quality of electric energy; technical operation of modern electric equipment and control systems of ships; modern marine power systems; mathematical modeling of processes and phenomena in elements of power plants and devices in electrical and radio engineering; issues of information security, as well as educational and professional standards. 

For the first time, the conference (including its main reports) was registered in the international system of administration of the scientific conferences EasyChair, covering thousands of scientific conferences around the world. This became possible thanks to the creation of the conference site http://femire.onma.edu.ua. Owing to this event, for the first time, the representatives of foreign states, in particular Lala Bhaskar, Pradeep Kumar, Kishore Nai Mude (India), Kandakzi Kamal (Jordan), Kosmas Zdrozis (Greece) participated in the conference.

As a result, the conference may be considered to be approaching new and international level.

The work of the conference was opened at the plenary session, where M.V. Miyusov, the Rector of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy», Doctor of Technical Sciences, Professor delivered an introductory speech and reported on the current state of scientific activity at the University and the development of material and technical support.

V.A. Golikov, Deputy Rector on Scientific Work, Doctor of Technical Sciences presented a report on the strategic tasks of navigation in Ukraine up to 2030. V.M. Zakharchenko, Vice-Rector for Scientific and Pedagogical Affairs, Doctor of Technical Sciences, Professor considered the issues of the modernization of educational programmes in the context of the implementation of the provisions of the EAPO and the requirements of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, taking into account the Manila Amendments ratified by Ukraine. 

V.А. Shevchenko, Head of Ships’ Technical Operation Department, Ph.D., Associate Professor reported on the prospects of training machines development in the engine room in the training of ship engineers in the operation of marine electrical power plants.

Over 50 reports on topical issues related to modern marine engineering, electronics and automation were presented at sectional meetings due to the active participation of cadets, specialists, masters, postgraduates and departments of Electrical Engineering and Radio Electronics Faculty as well as specialists representing other educational institutions.

As every year, the best works of graduate students were selected to participate in the second stage of the All-Ukrainian competition of scientific works according to the conference’s results. Having made the best reports, young and talented scientists were awarded diplomas for their active particiaption in the conference.

As usual, a collection of scientific works of the conference was prepared for publication.

On 18 December, 2018, Prof. Dr. V.M. Zakharchenko, Vice-Rector for Scientific and Pedagogical Affair of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy» participated in HERE Annual Conference 2018 “Capacity building for higher education reform: The impact of collaborative international projects” at the premises of Sapienza University of Rome.

The conference was attended by Ukrainian delegation: S. Shytikova (Director of the National ERASMUS+ Office in Ukraine); members of National team of Higher Education Reform Experts: V. Zakharchenko (National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»), V. Bakhrushin (Zaporizhzhya National Technical University), A. Stavytskyy, (Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv), I.  Zolotareva (Kharkiv National University of Economics), and L. Krivoruchka (National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”) took part in the conference as well.

The following issues were discussed within the conference programme: the Bologna Ministerial Conference 2018 outcomes; the results of national teams of Higher Education Reform Experts activities; the impact of the ERASMUS + program on capacity building for higher education reforms and academic mobility, autonomy and governance reforms at universities; implementation of national qualifications frameworks and recognition; quality assurance; new methods and technologies for teaching and learning; inclusive education; successful practices in of projects designing and management, and other actual issues in the European Higher Education Area.

Moreover, the new international contacts were established and tasks for designing of new ERASMUS + projects for Ukrainian higher education institutions were discussed during the event.

On January 24-26, 2019, Annual Meeting of the Black Sea Association of Maritime Institutions was held at the premises of Piri Reis University (Istanbul, Turkey). National University «Odessa Maritime Academy» was represented by M.V. Miyusov, the Rector and M.V. Chesnokova, Head of International Department.

The 9th General Meeting of the Executive Committee revised the basic agreement of the Association and discussed further cooperation issues both within the framework of the Black Sea countries and in the alliance with Shanghai Maritime University.

On January 25, Prof. Dr. Oral Erdogan, Rector of Piri Reis University and Mr. Tamer Kiran, Chairman Turkish Chamber of Shipping delievered welcoming remarks at the solemn opening of the International Conference on Black Sea Cooperation (MET, MSR and MSP). 

The Association’s members took part in the conference, where reports were presented. Mr. Selim Dursun, Deputy Minister of Transport and Infrastructure of Turkey delivered a keynote speech on: «Importance of Black Sea Region from Maritime Perspective». Besides, M.V. Miyusov, the Rector of NU «ОМА» participated in the panel discussion on «New Developments in the Black Sea and new requirements on Maritime Education and Training».

Within the framework of the panel discussion, the participants of the conference also discussed the following issue: «Maritime Silk Road Implications and Opportunities and Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) Requirements in Black Sea Region».

Moreover, this event provided the participants with a great opportunity to establish new international contacts anddiscuss the issues for further cooperation as well as new projects implementation.

On 21-22 March, 2019 International Scientific and Technical Conference on “Sea and River Fleet: operation and repair” took place in National University “Odessa Maritime Academy” in order to exchange experience and results of scientific research and enhance the training quality of scientific works. The plenary session discussed the improvement of educational programmes to train the cadets of NU “OMA”. The conference topics included the following sections: engines and power plants; operation and repair of transportation means of the sea and river fleet; engineering technologies of ecological and occupational safety at sea; modern information technologies in education and foreign language training for marine engineers. Upon the recommendation of the Organizing Committee of the Conference, the reports that meet the current requirements will be published in the collection “Ship Power Plants: Operation and Repair” (included in the list of professional publications).

On April 11, 2019 the delegation of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy» took part in the conference «The human factor in marine automation» held in Southampton (the United Kingdom). The conference was organized by the the International Maritime Employers’ Council (IMEC). 

The delegation of Ukraine was represented by prof. M.V. Miyusov, the Rector of NU«ОМА» and M.V. Chesnokova, Head of International Department, O.I. Grygoriuk, Deputy Chairman of the Marine Transport Workers’ Trade Union of Ukraine (MTWTU) and the cadets of Ukrainian marine higher educational institutions in the name of Anastasia Kalinchak, a 4th year cadet of Maritime Law and Managemen Faculty of NU «ОМА», Alexander Todorov, a 5th year cadet of Maritime Transportation and Technologies Faculty of NU «ОМА», Yevhen Omelyanenko, a 4th year cadet of Marine Engineering Faculty of Kherson State Maritime Academy. The cadets’ participation in the conference was sponsored by the TK Foundation, whose mission is to provide young people with the opportunity to succeed and promote maritime education and safety.

The conference participants had the opportunity to visit and get acquainted with Solent University prior to the event. It’s worth mentioning that Solent University is a relatively young university, which received the university’s status in 2005. The predecessor and founder of major university traditions had been the Southampton Institute created in 1989. The Institute includes the College of Arts as well as the Technical and Maritime College of Warsash Maritime Academy. However, the history of educational establishment dates back to a private art school founded in 1856. The main campus of the university is located in the center of Southampton and is considered as the cradle of modern diverse research in the field of design and applied arts, cinema, cultural studies, law, business and maritime affairs. Each of the faculties offers both popular and little-known, particular specialities. For instance, Southampton Solent University enables you to study the design of yachts, port management technologies, media production, criminal psychology and fashion history. Warsash Maritime Academy is the university’s subdivision with modern facilities, that provides the opportunity to study according to 14 different maritime programmes.

The Conference «The human factor in marine automation» was opened by Konstantinos Poulis, Chairman of conference and Bella Ahmed, Chairman of IMEC. The agenda consisted of four blocks of the following issues:

· The first block examined technological factors including: the issues of automation, ship’s evolution processes over the past 70 years, and its potential changes until 2050, as well as the need to develop a system of recommendations and rules for the use of Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships – MASS;

· The second block dealt with human factor and contradictions existing in the industry of autonomous shipping. In particular, the issues of automation impact on modern seafarers, their training and education, and the threat of ships’ transition to remote control;

· The third block focused on the prospects and possible consequences of automation both for shipping in general, and for individual business segments.

A panel discussion was completed with the participation of NU «ОМА» cadets, Kherson State Maritime Academy and Warsash Maritime Academymoderated by Oleg Grigoriuk (MTWTU) and Adam Lewis (IMEC).

On April 12, 2019, the delegation of Ukraine visited the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF), a global organization that brings together about 670 trade unions from 140 countries, representing 19.7 million workers in the transport sector. ITF represents transport workers at the global level and fights for their interests through the organization of global campaigns and solidarity actions. In Ukraine, the International Transport Federation is represented by the Marine Transport Workers’ Trade Union of Ukraine (MTWTU), which today is the largest national trade union uniting more than 78,000 members: seamen operating on ships of Ukrainian and foreign shipowners, employees of sea trading ports, branches SE “Administration of Sea Ports of Ukraine”, transshipment complexes and terminals, factories, shipping companies, enterprises, organizations and institutions of maritime transport, teachers and co-workers, cadets, students of marine educational institutions.

On April 22, 2019 a seminar on the International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems in Ships (AFS Convention) and the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships‘ Ballast Water and Sediments took place at Marine Engineering Faculty of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy». The conference was held by Parmenova D.G., Associate Professor of Life Safety Department of NU «ОМА», who had participated in the national seminar held by Theofanis Karayannis, Head of Marine Biosafety of the Marine Environment Department and consultants of the International Maritime Organization in the Ministry of Infrastructure of Ukraine from April 1 till 5, 2019.

The aim of the seminar was to increase the level of knowledge of NU«ОМА» teaching staff on controlling ballast water discharge and preventing the risks of transporting non-native species of marine fauna to other parts of the world, which has devastating effects to established marine ecosystems. During the seminar, teachers were familiarized with the basic principles of the BWM convention and the main measures for meeting the requirements of conventions, controlling the flag state and the responsibilities of coastal states, as well as modern methods of monitoring compliance with the requirements for using anti-fouling systems on ships.

On 5-6 June, 2019 National University “Odessa Maritime Academy” hosted the 7th International Forum on Seafarers’ Education, Training and Crewing which has already become traditional. This year it was dedicated to the celebration of the NU “OMA” 75th anniversary.
The Forum is organized by National University “Odessa Maritime Academy” and the Exhibition Centre “Odessa Home”. Traditionally, the Forum has been supported by International Transport Federation (ITF), International Maritime Employers’Council (IMEC), World Maritime University (WMU), International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU), the Nautical Institute, the Institute of Maritime Engineering, Science and Technology (IMarEST). More than 180 delegates, 100 organizations and companies from 25 countries from Bulgaria, the United Kingdom, Germany, Hong Kong (China), Greece, Denmark, India, Italy, Kazakhstan, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Singapore, Turkey, Ukraine, Finland, the Philippines, Croatia, Sweden, and Estonia and Japan participate in the conference.The delegates represent maritime educational institutions, training centres, shipping and crewing companies, simulators and software developers and other representatives of the maritime industry. Thousands of guests, seafarers and cadets visit the exhibition every year. The Forum’s general partner is Anglo-Eastern Ship Management (Hong Kong), a leading independent ship management service provider for shipowners from all over the world.

The general partner of the exhibition is the company Wärtsilä (Finland), a global leader in the field of intellectual technologies and solutions to the full life cycle for the marine and energy markets. The general partner of the conference is Kongsberg Maritime, a leading global company that provides systems for dynamic positioning and navigation, marine automation, safety management, cargo operations, underwater research and construction, maritime training and satellite positioning.
The forum brings together partners who are interested in high-quality training, and crewing of seafarers, safe and efficient operation of seagoing vessels, and provides excellent opportunities for discussing the issues facing the marine industry. The conference program includes 5 plenary sessions, 11 presentations, 4 panel discussions and 3 round tables.

Plenary sessions and panel discussions include the following topics: shipping management and human resources; competence of seafarers and human factor; education, practical training and certification of seafarers; recent technological advances for shipping and maritime education; modern personnel management in shipping. Round tables: criminalization of sailors; mixed learning and the future of training; continuous professional development of seafarers.
The motto of the Forum is “Partnership for Progress”. The partnership, joint efforts of all stakeholders make it possible to solve the problem of a shortage of qualified personnel in the global merchant fleet and ensure efficient and safe navigation and the protection of marine environment through human resource management.
The opportunity to demonstrate the potential of maritime education and the employment system for seafarers in Ukraine to the international maritime community confirms the position of Ukraine as one of the leaders in staffing world navigation with highly qualified specialists. We look forward to new companies entering into the Ukrainian market and the opening of new cadet programs.

On 5-14 June 2019 The 101st session of the Maritime Safety Committee took place at IMO Headquarters. The delegation of the International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU) including D.S. Zhukov, a senior lecturer of the Ship Control Department of NU«OMA» participated in the work of 101st session of the Maritime Safety Committee. Delegations of the IMO member countries, the representatives of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations took part in the work of the MSC.

The agenda consisted of 24 issues: adoption of the agenda; report on credentials;decisions of other IMO bodies; consideration and adoption of amendments to mandatory instruments; measures to enhance maritime security; regulatory scoping exercise for the use of Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS); goal-based new ship construction standards; safety measures for non-SOLAS ships operating in polar waters; development of further measures to enhance the safety of ships relating to the use of fuel oil; carriage of cargoes and containers (report of the fifth session of the Sub-Committee); implementation of IMO instruments (report of the fifth session of the Sub-Committee); navigation, communications and search and rescue (report of the sixth session of the Sub-Committee); ship design and construction (report of the sixth session of the Sub-Committee); pollution prevention and response (matters emanating from the sixth session of the Sub-Committee); ship systems and equipment (report of the sixth session of the Sub-Committee);implementation of the STCW Convention; capacity-building for the implementation of new measures; formal safety assessment; piracy and armed robbery against ships; unsafe mixed migration by sea; application of the Committee’s method of work; work programme; election of Chair and Vice-Chair for 2020; any other business; consideration of the report of the Committee on its 101st session.

142 working papers were submitted for discussion.

The IMO Secretary General, Mr. Kitack Lim made opening remarks on the opening day of the meeting. Kitak Lim began his speech with words of condolences to the families who died in the catastrophe on the Danube River in Budapest. He further noted the celebration of the 70th anniversary of IMO last year and the International Day of the Seafarer held under the motto “Better shipping for a better future.” This year, the International Day of the Seafarer will be held on September 26, under the motto “Empowering Women in the Maritime Community”. Such a motto is an important confirmation of the significant contribution of women to the maritime industry.

Among the most important issues on the agenda, Kitak Lim noted the following: legal regulation of the use of Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships, or MASS; development and implementation by classification societies of target standards for bulk carriers and tankers under construction, according to theregulation II-1/3-10 of the SOLAS Convention; development of safety measures for the use of fuel oil.

The issues of piracy, armed attacks of ships and unsafe migration also remain on the agenda of the international maritime community. In the past 2018, 223 cases of pirated attacks on ships were recorded, which is 9% more than similar incidents in 2017 (204). Kitak Lim drew attention to the great work undertaken during the meetings of various IMO subcommittees preceding the MSC. Reference was made to the work of the Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping (HTW) in relation to the implementation of the STCW Convention and the formation of the White List.

Regarding the introduction of new issues to the agenda of future IMO meetings: 21 proposals were registered. It should be noted that this is the largest number of proposals in the last 15 years.

IAMU jointly with the delegation of the Philippines prepared and submitted a document MSC 101/21/ Proposal for a new output on the development of provisions on quality of onboard training of prospective officers for consideration. Besides, regarding the issue of onboard training, the delegation of Mexico presented a document MSC 101/21/18/ Proposal for a new output on mandatory seagoing service for candidates for certification under the STCW Convention, as amended.

As a result of the discussion, both of these issues were included in the agenda of the next Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping (HTW7).

During the work of MSC 101, three working groups were established:

1. Regulatory scoping exercise for the use of Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS);
2. Development of further measures to enhance the safety of ships relating to the use of fuel oil;
3. Goal-based new ship construction standarts;

As a result of the 101 meetings of the MSC, 38 new MSC IMO Resolutions, addenda to the existing IMO Conventions and Codes were proposed and adopted; 16 new MSC IMO Circulars were developed and approved; addendum to the 18 existing MSC IMO Circulars were reviewed and approved.

These documents made amendments both to the IMO conventions and documents already in force, and served as the entry into force of the requirements of the international instruments of the International Maritime Organization.

The Committee of MSC 102 is to be held from 10 till 22 May, 2020; MSC 103 is planned for November, 2020.

On August 21, 2019, Prof. Vadym Zakharchenko, Vice–Rector for Scientific and Pedagogical Affairs of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy» and Dr. Marek Frankowicz, the representative of Jagiellonian University in Krakow (Poland) had a working meeting.

Dr. M. Frankowicz and Prof. V. Zakharchenko are the main authors of the Erasmus + programme  project application “Qualifications recognition support for Ukrainian universities (QuaRSU)”, which became the winner of the 2019 Call in the category “Capacity Building in higher education (CBHE)“.

The Project foresees the approbation of the best European practices in recognition of educational and professional qualifications and learning outcomes including formal, non-formal and informal at Ukrainian universities. QuaRSU Project is a structural project in the higher educational system of Ukraine andforesees the implementation of its outputs and outcomes at the national level.

According to the terms of Erasmus + programme, the project is scheduled to start in November 2019, and its implementation is scheduled for 2019 – 2022. Dr. M. Frankowicz is the project coordinator, Prof. V. Zakharchenko is the national coordinator for Ukrainian partners.

The project partnership includes higher educational institutions, professional organizations and qualifications authorities of Ukraine, Poland, Estonia, Ireland, and Portugal.
During a working meeting, Dr. M. Frankowicz and Prof. V. Zakharchenko discussed and agreed on a plan of priority actions to prepare the project startand organize effective interaction between partners.
On 22-26 September, 2019 The 26th International Maritime Lecturers Association Conference took place in «Sheraton Batumi Hotel» in Batumi (Georgia). The conference was organized by Batumi State Maritime Academy (Georgia). «Modern Challenges in Maritime Education and Training» was the main topic of the conference. 

Sergey Karianskyi, Associate Professor, Dean of Automation Faculty, member of Sub-Committee IMLA; Marina Chesnokova, Associate Professor, Head of International Cooperation Department and  Olga Monastyrskaya, Associate Professor, Head of English Department represented National University «Odessa Maritime Academy». The conference gathered 57 delegates from 21 countries, including 17 educational institution. Over 49 papers and presentations were made. During the conference, there was a  visit to Batumi State Maritime Academy (BSMA) to meet with the BSMA leadership. During the meeting Honorary Secretary of the Odessa Branch of the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology in Ukraine, Sergey Karyanskyi conducted a presentation of the activities of the Odessa Branch, which is located at the premises of NU «OMA» and discussed the issues of cooperation between the BSMA and the Odessa Branch.

In the reporting year, the members of the Odessa Branch of IMarEST payed their fees directly to the London Institute.
During the Odessa Branch General Annual Meeting 11 members of the Committee were elected:

Chairman – Mykhaylo Miyusov,  CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST, Rector of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»
Vice Chairman, Honorary Secretary – Assoc. Prof. Sergey Karianskyi,  CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST, Dean of the Automation Faculty in National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»;
Honorary Treasurer – Assist. Prof. Andrey Bondarenko,  MIMarEST, Deputy dean of the Automation Faculty in National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»;

Members:
Prof. Oleksandr Shemiakin,  CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST, First Deputy Rector of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»;

Prof. Vadim Zakharchenko,  CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST, Deputy Rector for Scientific and Pedagogical Affairs of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»;

Prof. Mykhaylo Kolegaiev,  CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST, Dean of the Engineering Faculty of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»;

Prof. Vladimir Golikov,  CEng, CMarEng, FIMarEST, Head of Fleet Technical Operation department of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»;

Prof. Vitaliy Koshevoy,  CEng, MIMarEST, Head of Marine Radio Communication department of National University «Odessa Maritime Academy»;
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